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The Minutes of the Ladies Bowls Committee Meeting held at West Wickham Bowling Club 
On Saturday, 27th April, 2024 at 6.00 pm

Present: - Chair – Anne Simmonds, Captain – Gail Barnes,
Match Secretary – Jeanette Whitehead, NWK Delegate – Pat Walkinshaw, 
Competition Secretary – Sandra Figg
KCBA Delegate and Management Committee Delegate – Ann Saunders, 
Secretary – Sandra Figg

Apologies for absence 

1. Previous Minutes



The Minutes of the Ladies Committee Meeting on 17th February, 2024 were approved and signed.

Matters Arising
None

2. Secretary’s Report
- A card and flowers were delivered to Val Shaw after her stay in hospital, total cost £15.09. Petty cost now stands at £55.87.
- The expected delivery date for the new club shirts is Mid-May.
- David has been given the names of five ladies who are interested in playing bowls. Two of the ladies were introduced by Mick Burch and the others by Paul Patten, Roger Dyer and Martyn Grover.

3. Captain’s Report
- The season has got off to an excellent start with a win against Bellingham Bowling Club in the Jubilee League.
- In the Top Club competition, we are away to Bromley Town Bowling Club on 25th May.
 10 o’clock start time.
- We play Blackheath and Greenwich Bowling Club in the Tony Allcock at home on the 19th May. 10 o’clock start.
- £274 has been paid to the club’s charity, The Salvation Army.
- Selection for mixed games will take place on Monday mornings. Jeanette will attend the meetings on behalf of the ladies but any Selection Committee member is welcome to attend if they are available.
- A fee of £30 has been paid for entry into The Belle trophy. We await confirmation of receipt.

4. Match Secretary’s Report
- We gained six points in the Jubilee League game against Bellingham Bowling Club with a score of 52-26.
- There are lots of mixed games coming up.
- More names are needed for the game against Coney Hall on the 10th May.
- The next Jubilee League game is away to Eltham Bowling Club on 15th May.
- Jeanette Whitehead and Eileen Pickering are due to be presented with their County badge at Shirley Park on 21st May. Supporters should arrive at 1.30pm and can pre-order a meal, cost £8.
- Some members are having difficulty logging on to Bowlr to book a rink.
- Several NWK shields have been found in the loft. A decision was made to mount the newest shields in the frame in the club house and dispose of the rest. Any new shields gained will replace the older ones currently in the frame.
- At the next Management Meeting Ann will ask the whereabouts of the Honors Boards showing the Club’s achievements. i.e. competition wins.
 
5. Competition Secretary’s Report 
- At the Pre-Season meeting Barbara Way agreed to enter the Handicap Singles making eight entrants in total. Anne Skinner entered the Novice Cup bringing the total of entrants to four.

6. Management Committee Delegate’s Report 
- The Management Committee met on 17th March.
- The club has to appoint a Safe Guarding Officer. Paul Patten, Martyn Grover and Roger Dyer to be approached.
- There is now a new process to allow authorized members into the club house. Eight members have fobs to enter.
- Bill Mewis was unable to fulfil his duties as Club President in 2023 due to ill health. David Figg is to speak to Bill about the 2024 season.
- A new Club Website was launched on the 2nd April 2024.
- There have been a number of meetings with The Trust and West Wickham Football Club. To date we have not received a new lease to review and sign.
- We have two new Associate Members, Unity Howard and Ruth Walkinshaw.
-  Currently we have 32 Lady members, 63 Men, 37 Associates and 8 Life.
- Mike Flaherty was unable to attend the meeting but reported that there is an estimated loss of £4,600 for the 2023/24 season. 
- Bar prices for draught beer have increased by 20p and a can of Guiness by 50p. The bar is still generating the necessary revenues.
- The five-year electrical check highlighted thirty-six items of concern. (No emergency lighting in the club and an electrical fault on hedge-side of green towards the Wendy house.) The committee would like to know if the Ladies have any plans for the Wendy house so as to determine the need for action. Ann to raise the possibility of a new summer house that can be used as a changing room for visiting club Ladies.

7. NWK Delegate’s Report
- As winners of Division 1 West Wickham will play South Hill Wood, the winners of the Gladys Tyler in the Charity Shield. The game will be played on 2nd May at 6pm at Orpington Excelsior Bowling Club. 
- The first NWK game is at home against Coney Hall on 9th May.
- There is no game on 16th May.

8. Kent Delegate’s Report
- I was unable to attend a meeting on the 3rd April at Ditton so collected the Ladies Year Books from Carol Watt Sullivan. The Year Books have now been distributed to members.
- We have not received the minutes from the meeting but I do know that the change of County uniform will now take place in 2025.
- Jeanette and Eileen will be playing in the Surrey game at Shirley Park Bowling Club when they will receive their County Badge.
- The next meeting will be in November but no date as yet.

AOB
-Anne has raised £100 from the sale of marmalade. She is to send a cheque to the club’s charity, The Salvation Army. Well done, Anne.
 -Twenty-two people attended the lunch following the Pre-Season meeting. Thanks were given to Jeanette for organizing an excellent lunch. A £50 profit was made from the food.
- Invitations have been received from Holmesdale Bowling Club and Bethlem Royal Hospital Bowling Club for a Ladies Open Triples on 3rd August and 4th September respectively.
- Jeanette to display a notice for a request for cakes for the Kent Division 1 Ladies 2 Wood Day on the 8th June.

The meeting ended at 1.15pm.

Date of Next Meeting:  5th June at 2.30 pm



Signed………………………………………. Chairperson	………………………….. 
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